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   20th October 2015  

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

 

This is my final letter to you before you welcome your children home for half term.  I hope you find that 

they have a rich story to tell from the preceding seven weeks and I know that they are ready for some 

well-earned rest and relaxation in the company of family. 

 

It has been a pleasure to meet many of you over the course of this half term and I have really felt a 

strong sense of partnership between home and School that works in support of the children.  Sport and 

music have enjoyed terrific support, most of the Houses have hosted PA events and we have had the 

AGM for the School PA.  I wonder if I might promote the upcoming PA Liaison meeting on 19th November 

at 7.30pm.  It is a wonderful opportunity for me to discuss relevant issues with parents.  You are all 

welcome to raise items for discussion through the Chairperson who may be contacted via my assistant 

Miss Camden. 

 

On the eve of the Upper Sixth Parents’ visit, I hope you won’t mind if I offer a little guidance.  Whilst you 

will only have a small number of teachers to visit, the staff will, in all likelihood have a comparatively 

large number of parents to see.  

  

Many of you will know that booking systems never run to time and so our open system is a welcome 

change for me.  It does, however, rely on most appointments being short, affirming checks on progress 

and effort with one or two pointers on how to make the best of the weeks ahead.  If you find that you 

need more time, it would be best to arrange to conclude matters at a later date via email or through a 

follow-up visit.  I am happy to be available to you throughout the event to act as a conduit for any 

particular concerns that time has not allowed you to raise. 

 

Looking back, the ‘Biology Week’ generated a great deal of interest in the department for the pupils, as 

did the Modern Languages Vocabulary Competition.  Members of the Upper Fourth have been 

recognised for their contribution to the Bromsgrove Challenge in assembly this week too.  It is worth 

noting that the year group raised around £5000 for charities during the last year. 

 

Senior Boys’ House Swimming was won by Housman Hall whilst Elmhurst have taken the Junior Boys’ 

Basketball by beating Lupton in the final. 

 

The Malvern Hills walk was an utter triumph.  The weather was kind and the pupils embraced the 

challenge with relish.  It is not the natural domain for today’s adolescent and yet it brought the best out 

of each one of them as they traversed the 18km course. 

 

Our Under 14 netballers prevailed in the District Tournament last week and we achieved very good 

results against King’s Worcester on the hockey pitches.  Stowe presented strong opposition in rugby 

and we emerged victorious in the majority of games. 

 

I am very much looking forward to the House Song competition this afternoon.  The whole school will 

gather to hear each House sing.  Apparently the standard is rising with each year and so I think we may 

be in for a treat.  Please make sure you ask for all the details from your children since space will not 

allow for parents to attend but I hope that we will be able to post some footage soon after on the 

internet.  I suspect the traffic will be unusually challenging on Worcester Road at around 5.15pm.  It 

might be sensible to park at Housman Hall or in town and walk up to the site on this occasion. 
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Some of you will have joined us for the School Service of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday in 

the past.  This is just to note that the services have been moved to Wednesday 11th November since 

Remembrance Day falls in the vacation.  There will be space for parents who might like to join us on the 

day.  Details of timings are in the online calendar.  You would be most welcome. 

 

I hope that you enjoy an excellent half term break with the family. 

 

Diary Dates 

 

Future Parent Evenings (Venue: Sports Hall) 

 

U6th Tuesday 20th October 2015  6.15 -  8.30pm 

U4th Thursday 12th November 2015  6.15 – 8.30pm 

5th Form Tuesday 9th February 2016  6.15 – 8.30pm 

L6 Form Tuesday 8th March 2016  6.15 – 8.30pm 

L4th Tuesday 3rd May 2016   6.15 – 8.30pm 

 
With every good wish, 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 


